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Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Request for Information 
 
Thank you for your request for information received on 13 October 2014 in relation to 
the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust (Trust).  We are dealing 
with your request under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  
 
You requested information regarding drug misuse.  Specifically you asked for:  
 
The current statistics and health care provisions within Darlington relating to 
drug misuse.  
 
1. Epidemiology over time for drug use prescribed or non-prescribed in 

Darlington? 
 
Answer: The Trust does not provide drug misuse services and so does not record the 
data required. 
 
2. Prevalence in Darlington? 
 
Answer: Please see the answer to question 1. 
 
3. What provisions are currently in place and any foreseeable plans for 

development (drug rehab)? 
 
Answer: Please see the answer to question 1. 
 
4. Cost for drug rehab programmes? 
 
Answer: Please see the answer to question 1. 
5. Are budgets an issue? 



 

 
Answer: Please see the answer to question 1. 
 
6. Admissions to A& E relating to drug abuse? 
 
Answer: As the Trust does not provide drug misuse services, we do not capture, 
specifically, whether attendances to A&E are related to drug misuse. Please find 
below, for the last five financial years, the total numbers of patients attending A&E 
who have been flagged on our coding system with the diagnosis code for ‘poisoning 
including drugs overdose.’ It is important to note that, in addition to cases relating to 
drug misuse, the numbers will include patients suffering other types of poisoning or 
accidental overdoses. 
 
April - September 2014: 1809  
 
2013/14: 3538  
 
2012/13: 2700  
 
2011/12:  2844  
 
2010/11: 1797  
 
*Please note prior to 2013/14 different recording methods were used in the North and the 
South of the Trust. Therefore reporting methods vary and the Trust cannot guarantee all 
patients have been captured. 

 
7. Support for prescribed drug addicts? 
 
 Answer: Please see the answer to question 1.  
 
In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our 
disclosure log. Therefore, a version of our response which will protect your anonymity 
will be posted on the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust website. 
 
If you have any queries or wish to discuss the information supplied, please do not 
hesitate to contact me on the above telephone number or at the above address. 
 
If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you 
can request a review by writing to: 
 
The Chief Executive 
County Durham & Darlington NHS Foundation Trust 
Darlington Memorial Hospital 
Hollyhurst Road 
Darlington, DL3 6HX 
 



 

If, you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, you have a 
right to appeal to the Information Commissioner at: 
 
The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow  
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Telephone: 0303 123 1113 
Website: www.ico.gov.uk.  
 
There is no charge for making an appeal. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Joanna Tyrrell 
Freedom of Information Officer 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/

